Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, personnel of the European Gendarmerie Force and national contingents. First of all, let me express my appreciation to the civilian and military authorities, who grace this simple but meaningful ceremony with their presence. It testifies to the close integration of EGF in the beautiful town of Vicenza and its local communities.
My highest gratitude goes to the representatives of the High Level Interdepartmental Committee, for the trust they placed in me in appointing me as the second Commander of the European Gendarmerie Force. I am profoundly honored by this appointment, and I am very much aware of the high responsibility to further develop this far-ranging international project. Furthermore, I would like to express my appreciation to the Director of the Center of Excellence for the Stability Police Units, Maj. Gen. Emilio Borghini, for the precious support that CoESPU, on behalf of the Host Nation, constantly provides to the Permanent Headquarters.

Upon assuming command, I want to thank Brig. Gen. Deanaz for the efforts made in leading the Permanent Headquarters during the crucial phase of its setting up. I commit myself to continue this action and I stand ready to face, with the guidance of CIMIN, the future challenges in the best manner, in order to maintain and, if possible, to improve EGF capacities and reliability. In this regard, it is very clear to me that I will be working for the sake of the EGF peculiarities: its multinational character, its readiness and its flexibility.
Last, but not least, it is my pleasure to greet all the personnel of the EGF Permanent Headquarters who are lined up for this ceremony. I am proud of having been given the opportunity to work together with police officers endowed with so many professional qualifications and such significant experiences. The near future will be a period in which these skills and capacities will certainly be called upon in order to provide rapid and synergic responses; in this respect, I am confident that I will be able to count on your support, as you may be certain to count on my commitment.
All the best!
