Distinguished Colleagues, Excellencies, Chiefs of General Staff, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to welcome you to this inaugural ceremony of the Headquarters of the European Gendarmerie Force, and to express, also on behalf of the Government, and of the Italian Armed Forces, my warmest greetings on this important occasion.
Italy is proud to host the Headquarters of the European Gendarmerie Force here in Vicenza, where we have also established the Center of Excellence for Stability Police Units dedicated to the training of African Police Forces, as a fundamental element of the G8's policy towards the stabilization of that Continent.
Your presence at this celebration to-day, for which I thank you, testifies to the commitment of our countries to fulfilling a shared vision of stability and peace. To all those involved in the European Gendarmerie and to the Carabinieri Corps goes my gratitude for their contribution to promoting such a vision.
Over recent years there have been very positive developments in the European Union, but we have also experienced some shortfalls. 


Cooperation in defence matters is, however, in my opinion the area that has progressed most significantly, giving a strong contribution to European security and defense policy and setting a constructive example of cohesion among partners. I think that we can all acknowledge that, thanks to our combined efforts, a great deal has been accomplished, in a very short time.
The intuition that we shared in Rome in October 2003, during the informal meeting of the European Union Defense Ministers, of using the capabilities of the countries having military police forces proved successful, because it was based and could draw from  the positive experience gained in peace missions, from the Balkans, to the Middle East and Afghanistan.
A constant factor characterizes peace missions abroad. At the initial stage it is up to the force of the military to bring the armed groups to reason. However, once the control of the territory is achieved, problems of public order and criminality emerge.

Managing these two different phases requires different types of interventions. The deterrent power of the military forces remains, but forces such as the European Gendarmerie are also necessary for they are capable of carrying out a variety of tasks such as safeguarding populations, upholding the rule of law, investigating criminal networks  and supporting new state entities and institutions.
We know only too well that terrorism and organized crime reach beyond national borders and that crisis areas may offer a haven to those who menace the very foundations of our free societies. By working together to ensure law and order in these areas we can oppose crime, violence and terrorism. Police forces having a military nature, as the European Gendarmerie, are the right answer to these problems.
The reason for the birth of EUROGENDFOR stems from these simple, basic considerations. This force will be employed within the entire spectrum of peace operations, with military police tasks, coordinating and co-operating with local or international police units as well as with international civil agencies.

I think that the way that we are developing EUROGENDFOR is very promising.  Though primarily intended to act for the European Union, it may also operate in favor of the UN, NATO, OSCE and other international coalitions and organizations. Above all it  is open to the participation of other EU Member States having military police forces and, in case of operations, to the contribution of third countries with appropriate police skills.
We would like to employ it in full safety - in the light of the experience gained during past exercises and the ones scheduled for the future - in a reasonably short span of time, considering the number of engagements in favor of peace that weigh heavily on the Union.
I therefore hope that the coming exercises and the development of capabilities, will close the necessary preparatory stage so that Europe may have a new and effective tool to defend and peacefully extend the values on which it is based.

On handing over to Spain the Presidency of the High level Interdepartmental Committee we held in 2005, I would like to thank partners for their support and express my best wishes of success for the incoming year and offer a heartfelt encouragement to the women and men engaged in EUROGENDFOR for their work and their commitment to stability and peace.
Thank you.

