Dear colleagues

Excellencies, Commanders-in-Chief, General Directors, Civilian and Military Authorities, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to thank the former Italian presidency for the excellent work it has undertaken to advance with the constitution of the EUROGENDFOR, which represents a significant step in the development of a European security and defence policy.

The idea of creating a European Gendarmerie Force, constituted by Police Forces with a military statute of France, Italy, Spain, Portugal and the Netherlands, aims at providing these Forces with added capability to have an active participation in the construction of peace and security all over the world.

The experience acquired in the different international theatres of operation has made clear the undeniable advantages of the Police Forces with a military statute, especially while being an element of substitution, in the transition between the intervention of the armed forces and the consolidation of the civilian administration. 

During the short period of time since its creation, the EUROGENDFOR, complying with a conceptual framework that is entirely harmonious with the doctrine of the European Security and Defence Policy, gained shape as a new intervention tool in crises management operations, primarily at the disposal of the European Union, yet quite able to serve in missions sponsored by other international organizations, such as the United Nations Organization.

The EUROGENDFOR is a modular force, with a the rapid reaction capability, devised to be deployed to non-stabilized environments, skilled to operate under the dependency of different military or civilian chains of command, destined to gather information orientated in function of the objectives and to give an efficient response against criminal activities.

Recently, an exercise took place in Lagos/Portugal, to set up the Conceptual Framework and the Operational Concept that will be tested in the Command Post Exercise, which will culminate in a final exercise with a view to the implementation of an operational and deployable Headquarters, which is scheduled for the end of April of 2006.

 Once this phase is concluded, the conditions will have been created for the Official Declaration of the Full Operational Capability, corresponding to the operational readiness of the forces’ deployment.

I would like also to stress the importance of rapidly concluding the negotiations of the EUROGENDFOR Treaty, in order to enable us with a clear definition of tasks and responsibilities.

Finally, I reaffirm the total determination of the Portuguese Government, in close and loyal cooperation with our partners, to pursue this important project of creating and making operational the EUROGENDFOR. I am certain that this will be so and, in a very short time, the European Union will have at its disposal a multinational rapid reaction force of great reliability and highly qualified to intervene in the most differentiated theatres of crises management operations.
I wish the new Spanish Presidency all success in its task in the year ahead.
Thank you
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