Ministers, EU Representative for External Policy of Common Security, members of the Gendarmerie, of the Carabinieri, of the Royal Marechaussee, of the Guardia Nacional Republicana, of the Guardia Civil, ladies and gentlemen:

As a representative of the Government of Spain, which during 2006 presides the Inter-ministerial High Level Committee of the European Gendarmerie Force, it is for me a very great pleasure to participate this day in the inauguration and introduction of the Headquarters of this Body, which will undoubtedly contribute in providing Europe with the capacity to carry out Crisis Management Operations for the sake of security and stability, not only in Europe but also in any required world country.

This multinational Headquarters, which integrates the representatives of the police bodies in our countries having military characteristics, will be called upon to schedule and manage police missions in conflict areas and in situations where its intervention, under the mandate of the United Nations, the European Union or other international organizations, should be necessary in order to reestablish peace and security, contributing with an essential added value, such as the early deployment ability.

The last year has been of the utmost importance to the start up of this project. I wish to acknowledge in a special way the work carried out by the Italian Authorities that, moreover, have presided the Committee of the European Gendarmerie Body during the year 2005, without whose efforts the setting up of these Headquarters, here in Vicenza, could not have been carried out.

The conduction of a first European Body exercise, which was done in France during the last year, constituted a further step towards the aim of to create an operational force able to assume successfully future missions.

There is, however, a long path to cover, a path that Spain, as being in charge of the Presidency of the Committee during the current year of 2006, is going to foster with a series of actions within which the exercise EGEX-06 should be noted. The said exercise will take place on Spanish territory, its schedule has already begun and it will end with the deployment of a Headquarters and of several Units belonging to the police bodies that integrate the European Gendarmerie Force, to assess its planning, managing and actual operation conduction ability.

Once this exercise is successfully over, we shall be ready to state the European Gendarmerie Force to have reached its full operative capacity, which is the standpoint to employ this force in any initial mission.

In order to comply by these forecasts, the co-operation of all those who integrate the European Gendarmerie Force and ensure the maintenance and furthering of the relationships with the different international bodies will be necessary. They will be under the tutelage and at the disposal of the aforesaid integrants, within which will be counted the selfsame European Union, to the representatives of which, in this inauguration, I wish to offer this instrument.

The effort undertaken by the French Gendarmerie, the Italian Carabinieri, the Dutch Real Marechaussee, the Portuguese Guardia Nacional Republicana, and the Spanish Guardia Civil is very important, in which respects the availability of human and material resources to achieve to bring this project to its successful conclusion. The individual efforts of each of our countries and of our law enforcement police bodies in order to enhance the reaction capacity within crisis management should be aimed at strengthening the European Gendarmerie Force, as a common instrument.

Along these lines, the Spanish Guardia Civil, present in international missions since 1990, and with more than 3000 staff carrying out tasks of all kinds, acting as civil police and supporting national and international military contingents as regards police tasks, is going to provide itself with a new tool that will allow it to contribute with a specific police capacity in the field of international crisis management, by setting up a specially trained and equipped Unit that could be speedily transferred to the geographic background which would be determined in each moment.

This project, finally involving the establishment of three Exterior Projection groups, with an approximate contingent of 400 staff per group, will allow the Spanish Government to increase its capacity in contributing in an active and specific way, according to a police field approach, to the resolution of crises occurring at an international level.

I would not like to get over with my words without congratulating you, as well as congratulate ourselves, of having set up this Headquarters in Vicenza. This constitutes a further step towards the fruitful path that we will together keep treading during the Spanish presidency of the Inter-ministerial Committee of the European Gendarmerie Force.             

Thank you.
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